
nence to any one or more subjects to the detriment of
others, a tendency difficult to combat in all works of
the kind.

Of the illustrations, many are new, the rest are

largely and well selected from the works of Erichsen,
Bryant, Liston, Druitt, Fergusson and others.

Though the work is necessarily less exhaustive and
argumentative than the larger works or monographs,
and cannot therefore be of the same service to the prac-
tising surgeon, yet it is written with so much concise-
ness and impartiality, that it is to be highly commended
to all those who wish to obtain an unbiased view of
modern surgery from an American standpoint.
Lectures on the Principles of House Drainage, de-

livered before the Suffolk District Medical Society,
(Section for Clinical Medicine, Pathology, and Hy-
giene) and the Boston Society of Architects. By J.
Pickering Putnam, Architect. Boston: Ticknor &
Co., 1886. pp. 125.
The author of these lectures has given careful atten-

tion to many of the defects existing in the ordinary
forms of fixtures employed in the plumbing of houses
both private and public, and as a result of his expe-
rience, these lectures were delivered during the past
season.

The subjects treated are mainly, traps, fixtures, and
soil-pipes, in all of which the author has devised valu-
able modifications and appliances. The subject of
trap-siphonage is fully treated and the necessity of
means for its prevention are clearly set forth. The
book is illustrated with seventy cuts.

The Pedigree of Disease. Being Six Lectures on

Temperament, Idiosyncrasy and Diathesis. De-
livered in the Theatre of the Royal College of Sur-
geons in the session of 1881. By Jonathan Hut-
chinson, F. R. S., Late Professor of Surgery and
Pathology in the college, etc. New York: Wm.
Wood & Co. 1885.
We have already favorably noticed these lectures

in the English edition, and are glad to see that an
American publisher has placed them within easy reach
of the profession upon this side of the water.

A Practical Treatise on Diseases of the Kidneys and
Urinary Derangements. ByCharles Henry Ralfe,
M. D., (Cantab.), etc. With illustrations. Phila-
delphia: P. Blakiston, Son & Co. 1885.
We think the author of this 16mo. volume of 570

pages has accomplished the object, which his preface
tells us he aimed at

—

of presenting the student and
practitioner with a clear, concise and systematic ac-
count of urinary pathology and therapeutics, based
upon the latest ascertained facts, and supported by
the best authorities. The student will find in these
pages all necessary instruction upon the subjects indi-
cated in the title imparted in a candid and not dog-
matic manner, and the practitioner will find a ready
and convenient reference book. The author's previous
book on the " Morbid Conditions of the Urine depen-
dent upon Derangements of Digestion," published in
London in 1882, is now out of print; such portions of
it as seemed desirable, have been incorporated in this
volume, and it will not be republished.

This American edition, belonging to the " Practical
Series " of P. Blakiston, Son & Co., although of a

very convenient form, is marked by some unnecessary
errors and indistinctness of type.

THE HEALTH OF WOMEN COLLEGE GRADU-
ATES.

The question as to whether the so-called " higher
education of women" involves an impairment of her
physiological equilibrium, which question from its col-
lateral relations with important problems of social
science, political economy, not to mention politics, has
been debated with considerable activity, has been
sought to be answered bv the statistical method through
the endeavors of some members of the class most di-
rectly concerned, namely, the college alumna' them-
selves. Some three years ago a committee appointed
by the association of collegiate alumnae prepared a

lengthy schedule embracing about forty questions
under various divisions, which include conditions of
childhood, individual health, family health, college
conditions, post-graduation conditions, and others.
These circulars were sent to the graduates of all col-
leges in the United States open to women, numbering
twelve. The graduates from these institutions up to
1882, numbered 1,290. Replies were received from
705 women. The Vassar alumnae furnished nearly
half (344) of these returns, as indeed their total num-

bers were largely in excess of those of any other col-
lege. We remark in passing, that eight, or two-
thirds of these colleges had at the time of this inquiry
been organized less than seventeen years. These
replies were placed at the disposal of the Massachusetts
Bureau of Statistics of Labor, which by a justifiable
extension of its legally established functions, under-
took the tabulation of the data, and embodied these
results in its Sixteenth Annual Report.

The reports made by these women contain many
points of interest to the medical mind, and we may
say that the general impressions which they convey
of the physical state of these college women coincide
with what observation has inclined us to believe,

—namely, that the bodily health of these graduates is prob-
ably as good on the average as that of non-collegiate
women of similar social grades, and that it will compare
favorably with that of American women in general.
Certainly there seems little reason to suppose that
judicious mental work will necessarily prove more in-
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